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(July  1,  1980  - June  30,  1981) 


DES-5386  (3-82) 


annual  report 

FOR  THE  BLIND  SECTION  (SBS) 


SERVICES 


introduction 

FY  1981  was  a year  of  unusual  challenges  for 
SBS.  Major  budget  cuts  and  shifts  in  federal 
policies  for  human  services  were  initiated  by 
the  Reagan  administration  and  the  Congress. 


In  response,  SBS  and  the  Department  have 
developed  extensive  contingency  plans  and 
actions  to  minimize  the  negative  impact  on 
services  to  blind  and  visually  impaired 
Arizonans,  such  as  more  efficient  use  of 
medical/psychological  resources,  a hiring 
“freeze,”  reductions  in  office  space/overhead, 
etc. 


Another  challenge  involved  a 6-month  vacancy 
in  the  position  of  SBS  Manager,  despite  which, 
service  delivery  increased  in  most  programs. 
Also  in  1981,  SBS  achieved  reaccreditation 
from  the  National  Accreditation  Council  for  a 
third  5-year  period  through  1986.  This  provides 
assurance  to  consumers,  agencies,  and  the 
public  that  SBS  services  and  administration 
meet  accepted  standards  of  quality  and  ac- 
countability. 


If  you  wish  more  information  about  SBS  or  its 
services,  please  contact  us.  Our  addresses 
and  phone  numbers  are  on  the  reverse  of  this 
pamphlet. 


SERVICES  PROVIDED 


During  FY  ’81,  SBS  served  over  11,800 
Arizonans  in  one  or  more  of  its  six  programs, 
including  2,900  legally  blind,  8,000  visually  im- 
paired, and  990  print-handicapped  persons. 


VOCATIONAL  REHABILITATION  (VR) 


• 880  clients  served 

• 143  clients  rehabilitated,  including  86  in 
competitive  employment 

• $701,000  total  annualized  income  of  1981 
rehabilitants,  returning  $69,000  in  new 
taxes  the  first  year. 


GROWTH  IN  VOCATIONAL 
REHABILITATION  SUCCESS  1971  • 1981 
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• $465,357  in  contracts  with  rehabilitation 
facilities  in  Flagstaff,  Yuma,  Tucson,  and 
Phoenix,  for  comprehensive  VR  services  to 
clients 

• $275,950  in  other  direct  services/goods  pur- 
chased for  clients 

REHABILITATION  INSTRUCTIONAL 
SERVICES  (RIS) 

• 111  persons  evaluated/trained  in  Orientation 
& Mobility 

• 154  persons  evaluated/trained  in  home/per- 
sonal management,  communications,  and 
other  skills  of  independent  living 

• 16  persons  completed  comprehensive  pre- 
vocational  training  at  the  SBS  Skills  Center 

• 40  educational  seminars  provided  to  groups 
statewide 


ARI7QNA  INDUSTRIES  FOR  THE  BLIND  (AIB) 


• 203  clients  received  services  in  Vocational 
Evaluation,  Work  Adjustment,  Job  Train- 
ing/Experience/Placement 

. 45  legally  blind  persons  regularly  employed 
in  production  operations 

. 24  severely  multi-handicapped  blind  per- 
sons served  in  comprehensive  work  ac- 
tivities programs 

• $2.1  million  in  workshop  sales,  up  25%  over 
FY  ’80 

• Occupied  6,000  sq.  ft.  of  new  facilities 
across  the  street,  housing  most  of  the  AIB 
Rehabilitation  Services  Unit  and  the  SBS 
Skills  Center 

BUSINESS  ENTERPRISES  PROGRAM  (BEP) 

• 45  legally  blind  persons  were  operators/em- 
ployees/trainees in  38  cafeterias,  snack 
bars,  and  other  businesses  statewide 

• $4.3  million  in  total  sales,  generating 
$200,000  in  sales  taxes 

• $14,176  average  net  income  per  operator. 

TALKING  BOOK  MACHINE  (TBM)  PROGRAM 

• 5,506  persons  provided  with  TBM’s, 
cassette  players,  and  related  equipment,  in- 
cluding 2,742  legally  blind,  1,960  visually 
impaired,  and  804  otherwise  print- 
handicapped  persons 

• 58  organizations  cooperated  with  SBS  as 
sub-lending  agencies  statewide 

SIGHT  CONSERVATION  PROGRAM  (SCP) 

• 6,156  patients  statewide  received  free  eye 
examinations,  plus  treatment  as  needed  (If 
just  three  young  patients  are  prevented 
from  lives  of  financial  dependency,  the 
original  cost  of  the  entire  SCP  program  has 
been  reimbursed) 

• 3,739  pairs  of  eyeglasses  and  7 surgeries 
were  provided  at  no  cost  to  the  patients 
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ARIZONA  INDUSTRIES  FOR  THE  BLIND  (AIB) 


• 203  clients  received  services  in  Vocationa 
Evaluation,  Work  Adjustment,  Job  Train 
ing/Experience/Placement 


• 45  legally  blind  persons  regularly  employed 
in  production  operations 


• 24  severely  multi-handicapped  blind  per 
sons  served  in  comprehensive  work  ac 
tivities  programs 


• $2.1  million  in  workshop  sales,  up  25%  ovei  * 
FY  ’80 


• Occupied  6,000  sq.  ft.  of  new  facilities 
across  the  street,  housing  most  of  the  AIB 
Rehabilitation  Services  Unit  and  the  SBS 
Skills  Center 

BUSINESS  ENTERPRISES  PROGRAM  (BEP) 

• 45  legally  blind  persons  were  operators/em- 
ployees/trainees in  38  cafeterias,  snack 
bars,  and  other  businesses  statewide 


• $4.3  million  in  total  sales,  generating 
$200,000  in  sales  taxes 


• $14,176  average  net  income  per  operator. 


TALKING  BOOK  MACHINE  (TBM)  PROGRAM 

• 5,506  persons  provided  with  TBM’s, 
cassette  players,  and  related  equipment,  in- 
cluding 2,742  legally  blind,  1,960  visually 
impaired,  and  804  otherwise  print- 
handicapped  persons 

• 58  organizations  cooperated  with  SBS  as 
sub-lending  agencies  statewide 

SIGHT  CONSERVATION  PROGRAM  (SCP) 

• 6,156  patients  statewide  received  free  eye 
examinations,  plus  treatment  as  needed  (It 
just  three  young  patients  are  prevented 
from  lives  of  financial  dependency,  the 
original  cost  of  the  entire  SCP  program  has 
been  reimbursed) 

• 3,739  pairs  of  eyeglasses  and  7 surgeries 
were  provided  at  no  cost  to  the  patients 
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ADMINISTRATIVE  ORGANIZATION 


OFFICE  LOCATIONS 

CENTRAL  OFFICE 
1333  W.  Camelback  Rd. 

Phoenix,  AZ  85013 
(602)  255-5853 


SOUTHERN  AREA  OFFICE 
100  E.  Alameda,  Suite  414 
Tucson,  AZ  85701 
(602)  628-5309 


ARIZONA  INDUSTRIES  for  the  BLIND 
3013  W.  Lincoln  Street 
Phoenix,  AZ  85009 
(602)  269-5131 


NORTHERN  AREA  OFFICE 

c/o  Institute  for  Human  Development,  NAU 

Flagstaff,  AZ  86001 

(602)  7 79-4511 
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